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of the enemy. They appreciated everything except the situation
" on the other side of the hill." x

To the dismay, therefore, of the British rank and file, who
imagined in the words of one of them that they had given the
French a " complete drubbing," 2 and to the even greater astonish-
ment of the enemy, the Allied Army on the evening of October yth
began to retreat. By the 9th it was back in its old lines behind the
Zype. Some of the supply waggons took two days to cover the nine
miles of mud, Ironically, as soon as they reached safety the weather
cleared for the first time that autumn and grew so mild that the
troops were able to bathe. Their spirits, however, did not recover.

The retreat was the subject of mutual reproaches between the
Services. Admiral Mitchell announced that what he had always
dreaded had come to pass: the army had missed a glorious oppor-
tunity and should have been in Amsterdam long ago. " 'You II
pardon my ideas of a soldier," he wrote to the First Lord, " I hope
that your Lordship does not think that I mean to criminate/' It is
just to add that his more enterprising subordinate, Home Pophani.
did not share his views. As an experienced transport officer he had
grown deeply impressed with the badness of the army's communi-
cations, the inadequacy of its single port and the shortage of ship-
ping. He felt, too, that the expedition had been sent to the wrong
place.

Two days after the retreat all hope of using the army against
any other part of Holland was dashed by the news from Germany.
The departure of the Archduke Charles from Zurich and the
arrival of KorsakofFs Russians had been followed by a succession of
disasters. From the first the latter had shown a dangerous contempt
for the enemy and a disregard of all normal precautions. Where
the Archduke advised the posting of a regiment, Korsakoff only
placed a company, remarking scornfully: "I understand you; an
Austrian battalion or a Russian company! " The convergent move-
ments from widely separated mountain valleys by which the
Russians were to drive the French from Switzerland would have
been perilous if directed against undisciplined barbarians: in the

1 See two brilliant articles by Colonel Alfred Burne in the Army Quarterly
and the Fighting Forces for October, 1939.

2 Surtees, Twenty-five Years in the Rifle Brigade* 28.